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MARCH 15, 1975 

TO! GENERALi BRENT SCOWCROFT 

RROMl CHARGE' LEHMANN 

EYES ONLY FOR AMBASSADOR MARTIN 

1* I DELIVERED YOUR LETTER TO. PRESIDENT THXEU AT0900 SATURDAY, 

MARCH 15 (THE PRESIDENT HAO SEEN OUT OF TOWN IN MR*2; TH| : OAY BEFORE 
ANO THIS WAS THE: EARLIEST I COULD GET' TO HIM),. 

«• IN THE CONVERSATION THAT FOLLOWED THE PRESIDENT MADE: THEs 
FOLLOWING POINTS! 

A) HE INTENDS TO USE THE BAN ME THUOT BATTLEFIELD: AS AN OCCASION 
TO OEBTROy MAJOR ENEMY UNITS. THE NORTH VIETNAMESE 1 FORCES IN THE! 

BAN ME' THUOT AREA NOW EQUATE! TO TWO DIVISIONS, l' f Ei* 

THE! 320TH and THE 310TH, WHOSE: PRE8ENCE IN THE AREA HAS NOW BEEN 
DEFINITELY CONFIRMED, AS WELL AS. SUPPORTING TANKS- ANO ARTILLERY 
UNITS, I ASKED him WHETHER HE COULD CONCENTRATE: SUFFICIENT' 

GOVERNMENT FORCES IN THE, BAN ME THUOT AREA WITHOUT EXPOSING OTHER: 

AREAS TO AN ENEMY THREAT', H£ ; SAID THAT THIS IS INOEEO A VERY 
DIFFICULT PROBLEMA AND THAT THE DEFENSES IN THE NORTHERN PART OF: 

THE' HIGHLANDS, ESPECIALLY AROUND KONTUM, WOULD. HAVE' TO BE- 
SUBSTANTIALLY THINNEO OUT, HE! EXPECTS THE BAN: MEi THUOT BATTLE 1 
TO BE HARO ANO LAST FOR SOME TIME, PERHAPS TWQ> WEEKS, 

8) FOR THE TIME BEING THE PRESIDENT SAID- THAT' XI CORPS: WOULD 
BLOCK QLM$ BETWEEN PLEXKg AND GUI NHON BUT' WOULD 1 NOT ATTEMPT TO 
REOPEN IT SINCE AN EFFORT TO DO SO WOULD REQUIRE: MORE! FORCES: THAN 
THEY COULD SPARE FOR THIS PURPOSE, ON THE OTHER- HAND, THEY WOULD 
UNDERTAKE TO CLEAR QL-21 WHICH RUNS FROM THE. COAST' TO BAN MEI THUOT' 

ANO EXPECTED TO SUCCEED IN THIS SHORTLY, 

C5 THE PRESIDENT SAID THAT THE LOSS OF SOUTHERN DARLAC PROVINCE* 
MEANING THE BAN M£ THUOT AREA, WOULD JEOPARDIZE OALAT ANO KHANH HOA 
ANO THAT, THEREFORE, HE COULO NOT AFFORD TO LET IT GO, 

0) I n M R" i HE EXPECTS THE NORTH VIETNAMESE TO MAKE A STRONG’ 

EFFORT TO ISOLATE H U E ANO OANANG AND INTERDICT GROUND 
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COMMUNICATIONS BETWEEN THE TWO AT’ THE HAI VAN NABS* . 

E) IN MR„3 HE EXPECTS THE BATTLE FOR: TAY NINH TO DEVELOP' 

VERY SOON, HE SAID THAT GENERAL! TOAN WAS THE! BEST MAN TO OEAU NlTH 
THE PROBLEM ANO THAT HE : HaO PULL 1 CONFIDENCE 1 IN HZMf 

3, REFLECTING ON SOME OF HI8 MILITARY PROBLEMS THE PRESIOENT SAIO 
THAT GENERAL VlEN h*o TOLD HIM THAT' THERE WERE: NO LONGER SUFFICIENT 
TANKS AnO ARTILLERV PIECES IN THE DEPOTS AROUND SAlSON TO PERMIT’ HIM 
TO GIVE GENERAL PHU IN II CORPS THE ADOXTXONALi SUNS AND TANKS 
WHICH HE SHOULD Have; (NQTEf I HAVE ASKED GENERAL! SMITH TO GET 
WITH GENERAL: VIEN IMMEDIATELY TO LOOK AT THE! FACTS. ANO SEE WHAT' 

CAN BE: DONE,) 

4. *S TO THE POINT IN' YOUR LETTER THAT IT WOULD BE A MISTAKE TO BE' 
TOO CAUTIOUS ABOUT AUTHORISING AMMUNITION EXPENDITURES THE: PRESIDENT' 
SAIO HE HaO ALREADY GIVEN INSTRUCTIONS THAT THE TROOPS- WERE ’“TO* USE! 
WHATEVER THEY NEEOEO TO DO THE: JOB, 

8« THE ABOVE COMPLETES MY ACCOUNT OF THIS MORNING^ DISCUSSION 
WITH PRESIDENT THXEU, YOU' SHOULO HAVE THE- FOLLOWING: ADQIftONAiL 
INFORMATION! 

A) IT IS EVIDENT NOT ONLY FROM THE CONVERSATION WITH: THE 
PRESIOENT BUT THE INTELLIGENCE; ANO OTHER INFORMATION WE HAVE) 

RECEIVEO IN THE LAST FEW HOURS THAT KQNTUM WILL' PROBABLY FA{,U WHEN 
XT IS ATTACKED BY ENEMY FORCES* THE GOVERNMENT W|LU MAKE- AN EFFORT 
TO HOLO PlSIKU WITH ABOUT 12' RANGER BATTALIONS' SUPPQRTEOi BY SOMEi 
TANKS IN THE PLEIKU AREA, HOWEVER, IF THE ATTACK! AGAINST 
PLEIKU IS MADE BY A TWO DIVISION NORTH VIETNAMESE! FORCE 
(THE IFF ANO 968TH DIVISIONS) IT HAY BE LOST AS WELLl 

S', THE GOVERNMENT HAS ALREADY OECIDED TO* CONCENTRATE' ITS 
MILITARY EFFORT IN THE! HIGHLANDS RPT HIGHLAN03 ON THE’ SOUTHERN 
PORTION OF MR«2, GENERAL PHU, THE- REGION COMMANDER, HAS: NOW 
MOVED HIMSELF AND HIS KEY STAFF PROM PLEIKU' TO: NHlA TRANG^ 

C) ACCORDINGLY, WE ARE MOW IN THE PROCESS OF! REMOVING' ALL' 
AMERICANS FROM KOnTUM ANO PLEIKU TO NHA TRANG, 

s# you should also know that prisoners, including a warrant 

OFFICER, TAKEN NORTH OF LAI KHE IN MR-3 RPT MR»3 HAVE BEEN IDENTIFIED 
AS BEING FROM A REGIMENT OF NVA 341ST DIVISION WHICH IS ONE OF THE 
STRATEGIC RESERVE DIVISIONS IN NORTH VIETNAM 1 , 

LEHMANN 
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